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Celebrating 80 Years of Talking Books 
 
On March 3, 2011, the National Library Service for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped (NLS) – the Library of Congress’ talking-book 
and Braille program – celebrated 80 years of helping visually impaired 
and physically handicapped individuals to enjoy reading their favorite 
books and magazines. 

This free library program brings reading materials in digital audio and 
Braille formats straight to the homes of patrons from preschoolers to 
centenarians. Books on digital cartridge, digital talking book players and 
Braille books are sent to patrons via the U.S. Postal Service at no cost to 
users. People who sign up with the program also have the option of 
downloading books and magazines over the Internet in audio or Braille 
format. 

Ohio patrons are served locally through the State Library of Ohio Talking 
Book Program and the Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically Disabled 
at Cleveland Public Library. State Library of Ohio serves as the machine 
lending agency for the state, providing playback equipment to nearly 
15,000 Ohio residents. The Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically 
Disabled supplies audio and Braille books and magazines, including those of local interest, as well as 
Playaway digital audio books, described standard and Blu-ray DVDs, and described VHS videocassettes. 

Talking books trace their beginnings to March 3, 1931, when President Herbert Hoover signed the Pratt-
Smoot Act into law. This legislation authorized the distribution of embossed books – a predecessor to Braille 
– through a network of regional libraries. Two years later, the act was amended to include recorded 
books.Ohio is proud to be one of the original 19 charter NLS network libraries in 1931. 

Today the NLS network includes more than 100 libraries that distribute audio books, now in digital format, 
and Braille books to a readership of more than 850,000. Patrons can choose from more than 320,000 titles 
in the NLS International Union Catalog. Talking books offer patrons the ability to read independently and 
strengthen their connections with others and the world around them. “Thank you so much for giving me 
the ability to read again,” one patron recently wrote. “You have opened a beautiful world for me.” 

Those interested in learning more or signing up may contact the State Library of Ohio Talking Book 
Program at 1-800-686-1531 or the Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically Disabled at 1-800-362-1262.  
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