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Background

� Who are we?

� Who am I?

Thank you for opportunity 
to share some of our “in” 
and “outside” the box 
thinking that contributed 
to our successful Adult 
Summer Reading Program.



Results

“Dramatic” best describes 

our ASRP participation last year

� Distributed 350 ASRP Sign Up Packets 
with 95 percent return rate

� Received 1518 ASRP Entry Forms

� 615 ASRP Book Reviews Completed

� Hosted 14 ASRP Special Events

� Over 1000 participated in ASRP



Confession

This was my first adult summer reading 
program and I was nervous…



Biggest Lesson Learned:

If I can do it…Anyone can do it!



My very first step…

I attended a webinar last 
year, just as you are today, 
to listen to “what worked, 

what didn’t” and to 
“borrow” ideas!



In the Beginning…

� Listened to Circulation 
Staff,  Adult Programming 
Team,  Administration and 
anyone connected to the 
program in the past to 
gather more information.

� Front line staff had the 
best insight into the 
likes/dislikes of our 
patrons.



What makes our patrons happy??

� The majority of patrons wanted a “set” 
adult summer reading program

� Some patrons wanted to sign up and 
receive adult summer reading program 
information at the beginning

� However, an equal amount wanted the 
freedom to NOT sign up for the 
program at the beginning, but still be 
welcome to attend ASRP events at will



Re-creating the wheel…

After listening and researching 
options,  we decided to use the 
Collaborative Summer Library 
Program, “Between the Covers.” 
Materials were modified, removed 
or added as needed.  We will 
follow the same approach with 
the “Groundbreaking Reads” 
CSLP this summer.



The Between the Covers 
Adult Summer Reading 
Program included our 
weekly Brown Bag Chats, 
monthly Adult Book 
Discussions, monthly Movie 
Nights, and special event 
programming.

Program was scheduled for 
8 weeks – kickoff was same 
as teen, children’s and 
branch libraries scheduled 
date but end date different.

Lesson Learned:  
4-6 weeks maximum 
8 weeks too long



To Sign Up or Not to Sign Up?

� Participants could sign up at front desk 
and receive a Between the Covers 
Activity Packet. First100 also received 
book tote w/goodies.

Items in 18-piece packet:  Word games from CSLP,  
FOL Warehouse Scavenger Hunt, 2 prize drawing 
entries, book review forms, reading list, Between the 

Covers bookmark/schedule, etc.



Or… Not to Sign Up!

Participants could simply show up at 
Between the Cover programs or activities 
and were eligible for event door prizes and 
entry forms for weekly prizes.





This schedule was folded to hold a “Between the 
Covers” bookmark (ex. Scarlet above).  Back page is 
example of back of bookmark sheet before folded.





Circulation Staff – Key to Success

� Main floor circulation staff held a 
contest to see who could sign 
up the most participants.

� This good-natured competition 
brought excitement, enthusiasm, 
and camaraderie to the program 
and helped with marketing.



PEOPLE OF ALL AGES:

� Love free “stuff”! 

◦ Initial sign-up packet, bookmarks, gadgets, and 
promotional items, 

� Enjoy being challenged

◦ Quiz sheets, Scavenger Hunt, Book Review Posts

� Love to win prizes

◦ Prize cart at events, book discussion raffles, weekly 
prize giveaways and final grand prize drawings



Prizes…prizes…prizes…



Special Events included 
guest authors, musical 
programs, group online 
dream interpretation 
class, a Behind the 
Scenes evening tour at 
the library and 
reception and a visit by 
the sister of the first 
woman to fly solo 
around the world.

Refreshments, prizes, 
background music and 
room décor were 
chosen to add to the 
program atmosphere.









Guest Speakers Signed two copies of poster –
One as Prize, One to Save 



Collaborations
� Friends of the Library 
provided financial support, 
free annual membership for 
all registered participants, 
prizes and collaborated on 
book store scavenger hunt.

Other Collaborators Included:



Top Tips:

� Brainstorming can be FUN!!

� Change is NOT a four-letter word

� Don’t be afraid to try…always 
next year!

� Stay flexible – surprises are often 
blessings in disguise!



Come Celebrate With Us! Come Celebrate With Us! Come Celebrate With Us! Come Celebrate With Us! 



Thank You!

Any Questions?
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