
Consumer Advisory Committee Meeting 
April 19, 2007 

MINUTES 
 
Committee members, partners & others attending:  Irwin Hott, Jim Donnan, 
Cheryl Blevins, Mona Pocatko, Barbara Mates, Donna Foust, George 
Barnes, Shelbi Johnson, Katherine Kadish, Robin Finley, Sandy Turner, Lise 
Seavers, Mark Foersterling, Jim Buchman  
 
Committee members & partners absent:  Joel Husenits, Ken Campbell, 
Michael Southern 
 
INTRODUCTIONS:  The meeting was held at the Ohio State School for 
the Blind. The meeting was called to order at 10:30 A.M. by Irwin Hott.  
Each attendee introduced him or herself. 
 
MINUTES:  Jim Donnan moved and Mona Pocatko seconded approval of 
the January 25, 2007 meeting minutes as corrected.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Discussion – Priority for Receiving Digital Talking Book Machines 
(DTBMs): Jim Buchman lead a discussion on a draft proposal to identify 
patron priorities and process for the distribution of DTBMs, which is scheduled 
to begin in late 2008.  Allocation from NLS is expected to be a gradual process 
that will occur over a four-year period between 2008 and 2012.  NLS is 
requiring each state to develop their own distribution policy, with first 
consideration being given to members of the NLS Ten-Squared Club and 
veterans as the only requirements.  
 
Jim will revise the draft based on the committee’s discussion and bring a final 
copy back to the CAC for approval at the August 23, 2007 meeting.  Once 
recommended for approval by the CAC, the document will be submitted to the 
State Library of Ohio Board for final disposition.  
 
REGIONAL REPORTS: 
Cincinnati LBPH: Donna Foust reported that she is not going to submit a grant 
this year for a digital recording booth.  She will consider applying for a grant 
next year.  Donna also reported that Cincinnati was having problems with the 
U.S. Postal mail in February, but believes that the problems have since been 
corrected.   



 
Cleveland LBPH: Barbara Mates reported that the library received an LSTA 
grant through the State Library to purchase Playaways to serve blind and 
physically handicapped individuals statewide.  An announcement about the 
availability of these has been published on the Cleveland LBPH web site and in 
their newsletter.  
 
Tour: The meeting recessed at 11:30 A.M. while committee members were 
given a tour of the School for the Blind by Robin Finley and her staff.  
 
The meeting reconvened at 12:10 P.M. 
 
Old Business: 

A. OLC presentation.  Mona Pocatko reported that the Ohio Library 
Council (OLC) did not accept the program submitted by the CAC for its 
2007 annual conference. Unfortunately, OLC gave no reason for its the 
non-acceptance of the proposed program.  

 
The committee discussed the idea of having the State Library sponsor a 
program on library services for people with disabilities.  This could be 
held throughout the state in cooperation with various sub-lending 
agencies.  A morning session would be geared toward staff; an afternoon 
session would be geared toward patrons.  Barbara Mates suggested 
Youngstown as one possible location for such a program.  
More follow-up and planning is required to develop and fund such a 
program.  

 
B. Collection Development.  Katherine Kadish reported that she reviewed 

the NLS Collection Development Policy, which was published in 1994.  
Katherine would like to have more non-fiction titles included in the list of 
available titles.  Specifically she wanted to know how individuals can 
direct input into the selection process.   

 
It was noted that selection suggestions can be sent to the Midlands 
Regional representative serving on the NLS Collection Development 
Committee.  In addition, little used titles can be interlibrary loaned from 
other libraries throughout the country by the regional libraries.   

 
Meeting adjourned at 12:30 PM.   
 



The next meeting is scheduled for August 23, 2007 at 10:30 at the State Library 
of Ohio.   
 
Minutes submitted by Jim Buchman  
 
 


