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Exploring our Past in Library Education

 

By Marsha McDevitt-Stredney, Director Marketing & Communications 

State Library of Ohio 

September is the time of year when many transition to the start of, or return to, school. At the State Library, 

our foot traffic increases as students return to classes at the Kent State University School of Library and 

Information Science Columbus program. Just as many library students before them, they are learning 

library history, current research, trends and practices in the field and envisioning their role in the future of 

libraries, librarianship, and library and information science education. The program creates opportunities 

for us to collaborate with the school and engage students in how we serve state employees, libraries, and 

residents. 

In 2008, the Kent State Columbus program relocated to the State Library of Ohio. The relocation was a 

historical event as it was the first library school within a state library since Melvil Dewey’s School of Library 

Economy at the State Library of New York opened in 1889. In preparation for the Kent State Columbus 

program opening reception, and to highlight the historical significance, the State Library staff created a 

small display from our collections and files about the history of library science education. 

Exploring the materials brought to light a strong history in service and collection development for serving 

library and information science students, practitioners, historians, and anyone interested in libraries.  For 

the display we pulled items from our circulating collection, rare books room, and files and files of 

newspaper clippings, letters, and more saved by library staff over the years. As you can see from the 

pictures below, the display included books and pamphlets, a brochure for the State Library 1918 Summer 

Library School, photographs, students’ record cards with grades and comments, and card catalog 

drawer with cards. We really enjoyed combing through all of it to find unique items from our past. The 

comments on the students’ record cards are surprising; can you imagine how comments like these would 

be received today? 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kent.edu/slis/about/locations/locations-and-facilities-columbus.cfm
http://www.kent.edu/slis/about/locations/locations-and-facilities-columbus.cfm
http://www.archive.org/stream/firstquartercent00newyrich#page/n5/mode/2up
http://www.archive.org/stream/firstquartercent00newyrich#page/n5/mode/2up
http://library.ohio.gov/sites/default/files/OhioStateLibrarySchool1918b.pdf
http://library.ohio.gov/sites/default/files/OhioStateLibrarySchool1918b.pdf
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-1
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-2
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-3
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-4
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-5
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-6
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-7
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-8


                                                   

                                              

 

 

 

 

Click on thumbnails for more information and to view larger image.  

Our collections include materials that have become part of the history. These include books and articles 

by Melvil Dewey, and from our rare books room titles such as The British Librarian(1737), A catalog of the 

library of Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts(1830-31), Hon. Elijah Hayward, State Librarian of 

Ohio, 1851-1854 (1864?), and Sketches of Ohio libraries. Comp. by C.B. Galbreath, State Librarian(1902).   

Looking through the lens of our culture today, some of the recruiting publications from the early 20th 

century seem almost comical but provide an authentic view of the profession at that time.  For example, 

Librarianship An Uncrowded Calling(1911), a collection of articles and reports published by the New York 

State Library School, heralded the profession and bestowed the virtues of librarians. An urgent need for 

men to enter the profession was a clear 

motivation for publications written at the time. 

“From the head of one of the leading library 

schools the writer has recently learned of several 

important libraries which are seriously troubled 

because they are unable to secure well 

equipped men to fill positions of importance 

where men alone are desired, even though they 

are able to offer salaries twice as large as 

libraries would have paid a dozen years 

ago.”  (New York Library School, 1911) 

Library terminology in America and abroad was 

still in development when Axel Moth, Chief of the 

Reference Department Cataloguing Division, 

New York Public Library compiled the Glossary of 

Library Terms, Useful Reference Series No. 10. 

(1915). “This glossary being a first attempt, is 

necessarily very limited in scope, but if it should 

be found of use to library students and librarians it may serve as a foundation for a more comprehensive 

work.” (Moth, 1915)                                                                  

By the mid-20th century, the glossaries, mission and number of libraries of all types, library schools, library 

publications, membership associations, and development of specialized fields in the profession had 

expanded dramatically.  Most students in library school today gain this historical perspective about the 

evolving profession during their foundation courses. But, you don’t need to be a student to enjoy reading 

Foundations of Library and Information Science by Richard E. Rubin. Rubin, a professor in the Kent State 

University School of Library and Information Science, provides an excellent resource in this text for 

discovering the past, present, and future of libraries and librarianship. 

“While it does not appeal to those who gauge all 

callings by their money returns, the librarian, if equal to 

his position, is associated with forces that make for 

social and educational improvement and is 

recognized as working for the community rather than 

self.” (New York Library School, 1911) 

~ 

“From the head of one of the leading library schools 

the writer has recently learned of several important 

libraries which are seriously troubled because they are 

unable to secure well equipped men to fill positions of 

importance where men alone are desired, even 

though they are able to offer salaries twice as large as 

libraries would have paid a dozen years ago.”  (New 

York Library School, 1911) 

http://slonet.state.oh.us/search/X?SEARCH=a%3A+dewey%2C+melvil&searchaction=http%3A%2F%2Fslonet.state.oh.us%2Fsearch%2FX
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search/X?SEARCH=The+British+Librarian&submit=Submit&1=&m=&b=slp++&SORT=D&p=&Da=&Db=
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search/X?SEARCH=Harvard+University+in+Cambridge%2C+Massachusetts&submit=Submit&1=&m=&b=slp++&SORT=D&p=&Da=&Db=
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search/X?SEARCH=Harvard+University+in+Cambridge%2C+Massachusetts&submit=Submit&1=&m=&b=slp++&SORT=D&p=&Da=&Db=
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search~S0/?searchtype=X&searcharg=Hon.+Elijah+Hayward&sortdropdown=-&SORT=D&extended=0&SUBMIT=Search&searchlimits=b%3Dslp%2B%2B&searchorigarg=XHarvard+University+in+Cambridge%2C+Massachusetts%26SORT%3DD
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search~S0/?searchtype=X&searcharg=Hon.+Elijah+Hayward&sortdropdown=-&SORT=D&extended=0&SUBMIT=Search&searchlimits=b%3Dslp%2B%2B&searchorigarg=XHarvard+University+in+Cambridge%2C+Massachusetts%26SORT%3DD
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search/X?SEARCH=Sketches+of+Ohio+libraries&submit=Submit&1=&m=&b=slp++&SORT=D&p=&Da=&Db=
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search/X?SEARCH=%2C+Librarianship+An+Uncrowded+Calling+&searchaction=http%3A%2F%2Fslonet.state.oh.us%2Fsearch%2FX
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search~S0?/Xt%3A+Glossary+of+Library+Terms+&searchaction=http%3A%2F%2Fslonet.state.oh.us%2Fsearch%2FX&SORT=D/Xt%3A+Glossary+of+Library+Terms+&searchaction=http%3A%2F%2Fslonet.state.oh.us%2Fsearch%2FX&SORT=D&SUBKEY=t%3A%20Glossary%20of%20Library%20Terms%20/1%2C2%2C2%2CB/frameset&FF=Xt%3A+Glossary+of+Library+Terms+&SORT=D&2%2C2%2C
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search~S0?/Xt%3A+Glossary+of+Library+Terms+&searchaction=http%3A%2F%2Fslonet.state.oh.us%2Fsearch%2FX&SORT=D/Xt%3A+Glossary+of+Library+Terms+&searchaction=http%3A%2F%2Fslonet.state.oh.us%2Fsearch%2FX&SORT=D&SUBKEY=t%3A%20Glossary%20of%20Library%20Terms%20/1%2C2%2C2%2CB/frameset&FF=Xt%3A+Glossary+of+Library+Terms+&SORT=D&2%2C2%2C
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search~S0?/Xt%3A+Foundations+of+Library+and+Information+Science+&searchaction=http%3A%2F%2Fslonet.state.oh.us%2Fsearch%2FX&SORT=D/Xt%3A+Foundations+of+Library+and+Information+Science+&searchaction=http%3A%2F%2Fslonet.state.oh.us%2Fsearch%2FX&SORT=D&SUBKEY=t%3A%20Foundations%20of%20Library%20and%20Information%20Science%20/1%2C2%2C2%2CB/frameset&FF=Xt%3A+Foundations+of+Library+and+Information+Science+&SORT=D&1%2C1%2C
http://www.kent.edu/provost/administration/~rrubin1/
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-9
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-11
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-10
http://library.ohio.gov/library-school-display/display-12
http://slonet.state.oh.us/search/X?SEARCH=%2C+Librarianship+An+Uncrowded+Calling+&searchaction=http%3A%2F%2Fslonet.state.oh.us%2Fsearch%2FX


                                                   

                                              

The State Library collection continues to progress to keep pace with new technologies, programs, and 

services in the library field. In addition, Kent State recently contributed $2,500 to help expand the 

collection. The faculty worked with State Library staff to identify meaningful and relevant library materials 

to purchase.  A list of library related materials recently added to our collection is available on our 

website.  Remember, anyone with a State Library patron card can check out materials in our circulating 

collection. 

http://library.ohio.gov/sites/default/files/RecentLibraryScienceTitlesatSLO2011.pdf
http://library.ohio.gov/PCS/GetACard

