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Hints for Catalog Searching 

About Those Purl Links 
 
Many federal government publications are 
available in full-text online. These are often 
found in the State Library and OhioLINK 
catalogs having links that begin with purl. 
 

For instance, enter h1n1 flu in the WorldCat 
search box at the top of our Web site’s front 
page and click on the search button. 
Among the first results will be an item titled 
H1N1 flu. Click on that title and you will get a 
record that contains the link 
purl.access.gpo.gov. 
 

In recent weeks, the Government Printing 
Office (GPO) has had a technical problem 
with purl links, but they have worked hard to 
correct it. Most should be working by the 
middle of September. 
 

If you encounter an item with a broken purl 
link, please contact our Reference staff at 
614-644-7051 or refhelp@sloma.state.oh.us . 
It is very possible that they can quickly 
provide that item. 

A house without books is like a room without windows. ~ Horace Mann 

NewsNewsNews You Can Use   

The search box at the top left of our Web 
site’s home page is WorldCat Local. Here are 
some hints for using it effectively to find what 
you need: 
 

Your best choice is to click on Advanced 
Search. It now also searches something called 
Catalog of Art Museum Images Online. You 
can turn that off by clicking on Add/remove 
databases, and then removing the check 
from either box next to that feature and 
clicking on the Save Selections button at the 
bottom right. 
 

The Keyword, Title and Author labels to the left 
of the three search boxes can all be 
changed by clicking on the little down arrows 
to the right of each. 
 

OhioLINK Libraries is currently a better choice 
than Libraries Worldwide, at least for your 
initial search. You can then look worldwide if 
you do not find what you want in OhioLINK 
(which includes the State Library). 
 

Entering years is good for restricting your 
results to recent material. 
 

If you want to eliminate children’s material, 
set Audience to Not juvenile. 
 

Content can be used to make sure that you 
eliminate fiction, if desired. 
 

While WorldCat Local will find some article 
citations, it is currently not nearly as good as 
the OhioLINK databases for finding a large 
number of articles and linking you to full-text. 
It is therefore better to limit your format to 
book or visual material. 
 

It is always a good idea to put a searched 
phrase in quotation marks, e.g. “disease 
prevention”. 

September is national 
Library Card Sign-up 
Month. For those state 
employees who do not 
have a State Library 

card, here is a reminder of the many 
benefits of one and of how easy the sign-up 
process is at http://library.ohio.gov/PCS/
statepatron . Those who haven’t used their 
card for quite a while may want to call 614-
644-6950 to see if it is still active. 

 

HF5429.215U6 L53 
2009 
“The Retail 
Revolution: How 
Wal-Mart Created a 
Brave New World of 
Business” by Nelson 
Lichtenstein.  

 
LB1555M397 2009 
“No More Theories 
Please!: a Guide for 
Elementary 
Teachers” by L.K. 
Masao. 

 
 

 

HV6439U7 G374 
2009 
“Gangs in Garden 
City: How 
Immigration, 
Segregation, and 
Youth Violence are 
Changing America’s 
Suburbs” by Sarah 
Garland. 

 

HV1454.2U6 I56 2009 
“Inside Assisted 
Living: the Search for 
Home” by J.K. Eckert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

E185.5N276 S85 
2009  
“Lift Every Voice: 
the NAACP and the 
Making of the Civil 
Rights Movement” 
by Patricia Sullivan. 
 
 
HD49S563 2008 

“Protecting Your 
Business in a 
Pandemic: Plans, 
Tools, and Advice 
for Maintaining 
Business Continuity” 
by Geary Sikich. 
 

Online Training  
September  - November 

Join us online for a series of three, one hour 
courses on using the electronic resources 
available from your desktop computer. 
 Quick Information Resources: 

Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Guides & 
Companions  

 Finding Full Text Magazine &Newspaper 
Articles 

 Yes You Can Use Google 
Register now at http://www.library.ohio.gov/
event 

State Library Services to  
State Government 

 Provide work-related research and 
reference services to state employees 
 Serve as Ohio’s only full regional 
depository for federal documents and the 
depository for Ohio state agency 
documents 
 Provide interlibrary loan services 
 Deliver materials to state employees’ 
offices via interdepartmental mail 
 Provide instruction on use of library 
resources (online & face to face) 
 Provide meeting space and a computer 
training lab at no cost 
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