
In an article published in the October-December 
2010 issue of Public Library Quarterly, Jacqueline 
Courtney Klentzin reported on her efforts to identify 
the factors which have contributed to the collective 
success of Ohio’s public libraries.  It is not surprising 
that she identified “equitable state funding” as one 
of the factors that has helped Ohio’s public libraries 
attain their current status as Best in the Nation. Nor is 

it surprising that she questions the sustainability of this model in 
light of the state funding reductions that have impacted all of 
Ohio’s libraries.  More...  
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What’s new in our collection? Click here to find out. 
Or, go to www.library.ohio.gov/Marketing/Residents/
RecentAdditionstoCollection 

Chillicothe and Ross County Public  
Library Levy Passed 

The Chillicothe and Ross County Public Library passed its first 
operating levy in May 2010, due to the infamous statewide 
budget meltdown occurring in mid-2009. Our library had only a 
small “rainy day” fund remaining, so when we realized that our 
revenue was going to be cut by a third, we had to cut a third 
from our expenses, and do it fast.  More…  

CML: Using Social Media in a Levy Campaign 
In the fall of 2010, Columbus 

Metropolitan Library (CML) faced a 
significant levy in an unfortunate 

economic climate. Its current 10-year 
levy was expiring and for the first time 

in 24 years an increase was being 
asked of voters. The levy was to 

replace its current 2.2 mills and add .6 mill which added $5.24 
per month in taxes on a $100,000 home.  More… 

Dr. Samuel L. Bossard Memorial  
Library of Gallia County 

After having to reduce library hours, 
staffing, and services due to the 
2009 reductions in library funding, 
the Library Board and 
Administration of the Dr. Samuel L. 
Bossard Memorial Library of Gallia 
County believed in providing the 
local electorate with an 

opportunity to “Restore Library Services in Gallia County.”  Thus, 
this became our campaign slogan for the new operating levy 
that was on the November 2, 2010 ballot.  More… 

Library Legal Boundaries 
Do your library’s legal boundaries equal your service area?  This 
is a question many libraries have not considered in a number of 
years.  Statewide funding of public libraries in Ohio has allowed 
libraries to take a more global view of who their customers 
are.  It is rare in this state for a library to charge those living 
outside of their boundaries for service.  In fact, libraries are 
required to offer free service to all residents within their 
county.   More… 

How We Are Raising Funds at a  
Small, Rural Library 

I was asked to write this article because of a fundraising 
program in place at my small, rural library.  We call the 
program “Fill Our Shelves,” and its main purpose is to bring in 
additional funds for books and other library materials.  In these 
days of dwindling budgets, this is one small way to 
supplement that fund.  You can learn more about the 
program by visiting our website at 
www.newmadisonpubliclibrary.org.  Click on the link for the 
“Fill Our Shelves” fundraiser at the top of the page.  Feel free 
to borrow the idea.  More... 

 
    Raising Funds and Friends  
            for Libraries 
With the serious decline of government 
support for libraries in recent years, raising 
money from private sources has never been 
more important.  Even in those fortunate 
communities where tax dollars may cover 
most if not all of the critical funding for 
salaries, benefits, and other key operating 
expenses, there is still a need for additional 
resources to provide for the kind of 
programming and services our patrons have 
come to rely on, from summer reading 
programs for children to help with job 

searches for the unemployed.   More... 

   Stick It to the Director Duct Tape Fundraiser 
The Duct Tape Fundraiser started out as 
a simple idea by the Teen Advisory 
Board (T.A.B.).  After all of the budget 
cuts and fund reductions to the library, 
we were looking for a way to 
help.  During one of our monthly 
meetings at the Boardman Branch 
library, someone brought up the idea of 
having a fundraiser where we stick 
someone to a wall with duct tape.  We 
decided we would try it out and started 
planning around the beginning of 
school last year. Our program was 
aimed toward raising money in an interesting manner, and it 
ended up being a huge success.  More... 

    Raising Revenue for Ohio’s Public Libraries 
In years gone by, we have viewed fundraising for public 
libraries as a way to generate extra cash that allows public 
libraries to do “special” things in their libraries.  State funding 
for public libraries has, for the most part, provided libraries with 
the resources to provide at least a basic level of 
service.  More... 
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