
Forever Free: Abraham Lincoln’s Journey to 
Emancipation, a traveling exhibition depicting 
Abraham Lincoln’s metamorphosis from a 
moderate supporter of the antislavery 
movement into “The Great Emancipator,” 
comes to the State Library of Ohio on March 7, 
2011 and will be on display until April 15, 

2011.  In conjunction with the exhibit, the State Library will 
also display collections of complementary historical 
documents and artifacts.  An opening reception and free 
program will take place from 5:30 to 7:30 on the evening of 
March 9, 2011.  More...  
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  Columbus Metropolitan Library Highlights  
           Lincoln’s Columbus Connection 
Abraham Lincoln made several trips to 
Columbus throughout the course of his 
professional life.   He came first to Columbus 
in 1849 as a lawyer to plead a case before 
the Ohio Supreme Court involving a river 
steamboat collision along the Ohio River. Ten years later in 
1859, he campaigned in Columbus for William Dennison, 
Republican candidate for Ohio Governor.   More...  

         “Forever Free” in Ravenna 
The “Forever Free: Abraham Lincoln’s 
Journey to Emancipation” exhibit is on 
display at the Reed Memorial Library in 
Ravenna, OH from December 26, 2010 
through February 13, 2011.  Staff 
members assembled the exhibit before 
the library opened on the Sunday after 
Christmas. More...  

     Kelton House Lithograph on Display at State Library 
The Kelton House Museum & Garden is proud to lend the 
lithograph “Funeral Obsequies of the late Pres’t A. 
Lincoln” from the Museum’s collection to the State Library 
of Ohio to accompany the traveling exhibition, “Forever 
Free: Abraham Lincoln’s Journey to Emancipation.”  
More...  

       William T. Coggeshall - State          
    Librarian and Lincoln Bodyguard 
At age 32, William T. Coggeshall was an 
established journalist, editor and publisher 
when he became part-time secretary to 
Governor Salmon P. Chase in 1856 and 
was appointed state librarian.  More...  

   Lincoln Comes to Columbus – Again! 
Abraham Lincoln graced Columbus with 
his presence on three uniquely different 
occasions. Lincoln’s first visit to 
Columbus came in 1859 in the 
aftermath of his debates with Stephen 
Douglas the year before in Illinois.  While 
Lincoln was unsuccessful in gaining the 
Senate seat in Congress from his home 
state of Illinois, his performance in the 
debates with Douglas gave him a 
certain amount of well-deserved 

national recognition. More...  

Ohio Commemorates the Civil War 
The next four years mark the 150th 
anniversary of the Civil War, offering a 
unique chance to engage your local 
community. Virtually every Ohioan alive 
during the Civil War was touched in 
some way by this defining conflict. The upcoming 
anniversary, from 2011 to 2015, gives your organization 
the opportunity to offer diverse programming options, as 
well as increase attention and visitation to your site, 
events and programs.  More...  

Ohio Statehouse Celebrates its Sesquicentennial and 
Connection to Abraham Lincoln 
The people of Ohio will celebrate 
the sesquicentennial of the Ohio 
Statehouse throughout 2011.  The 
Ohio Statehouse has served as 
the heart of Ohio democracy for 
the last 150 years.  Throughout the 

state, the Ohio Statehouse stands as a symbol of the 
legislative and executive branches of state government 
and the people of Ohio.  More...  

         Ohioana Travels the Underground Railroad 
Several years ago, Ohioana developed two educational 
programs for 4th through 6th graders: the Ohioana Travels 
the Underground Railroad project and Inspiration Ohio. 
Through the years they have been used, but not to the 
extent that Ohioana had hoped. During the past year, 
the Ohioana Travels the Underground Railroad program 
was updated and all of the teacher resources were 
placed online.  More...  
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